
The Community Enrichment Program (CEP) provides individuals with 
developmental disabilities with the ability to integrate into the greater Fond 
du Lac area community with activities that are safe, fun, and supportive.  
These activities include going to sporting events, concerts, bingo, and 
participating in athletics. 
 
This past summer, the CEP program took a group to the Buttermilk Music 
Festival, picnicking at Menomonee Park, hosted computer club, held healthy 
cooking classes, and went to a Green Bay Packers Practice.  “Getting out into 
the community is a welcomed change of pace after a day at work for our 
clients just as it is for any other person” states Tim Lemke, manager of the 
CEP program.  Long-time CEP participant Katie, explains it best.  “We get to 
see all of our friends and go to fun places or do fun things here at The Arc.”

In addition to the many activities and trips that the clients of the CEP get to 
go on, the program offers competitive Special Olympics sports.  The Arc 
currently hosts Swimming, Track & Field, Bocce, and Bowling teams and soon 
will be expanding to Volleyball and Softball.  “Our Bocce Teams just finished 
their season with 5 of our teams advancing to the State Competition” states 
Brian Shaver, Special Olympics Coordinator for The Arc.  “We are proud of all 
of our athletes and their admirable sportsmanship.”

Both the CEP activities and the sports teams are possible due to the large, 
supportive team of volunteers.  The program offers opportunities for 
volunteers to help run one session at a time or coach a team through the 
entire season.  If you would be interested in joining this team, please contact 
the Human Resources Department at The Arc.  
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A Note from the Executive Director

The Arc Spotlight Danny
Danny is a long-time resident with The Arc at the Poplar Adult Family 
Home.  He has proven to be a hard worker by being employed at the same 
job for 30 years.  The manager of his home identifies him as extremely 
helpful to her with household chores and yard work.  He is always up 
for lending a helping hand.  In his spare time Danny likes to fish, com-
plete puzzles, and watch Demolition Derbies.  He is also an active athlete 
in the Arc’s many teams.  While he is a good bowler and enjoys being 
on the bowling team, Bocce is the sport he is most passionate about.    
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Home Sweet Home

As The Arc closes another successful summer filled with activities 
and opportunities for our clients, the staff and I want to thank 
all of our friends for all of their support.  2015 is proving to be 
another year of exceptional growth for us with two additional 
adult family homes nearing completion, our Opportunities 
Center seeing a record number of attendees, and our 
Community Enrichment Program expanding their activities.  Our 
youth programming also experienced a jump in attendance over 
the summer and we anticipate the after-school program to be 
just as busy.  It is refreshing to see this growth with the 
programs, but even more exciting to see the growth that our 
clients are demonstrating every day!  We have clients learning 

more and more independence with daily living skills, social skills, and communication 
skills.  As you can imagine, all of these are vital to individuals being truly integrated 
into their community.  All of this growth is directly resulting from our community 
support.  Thank you!  ~David A. Boelter
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The Special Living Services is expanding by leaps and bounds.  In May 2015, The Fond du Lac Area Foundation Re-
spite Home opened its doors.  Two adult family homes are being completed and then the process for turning those 
houses into homes will begin.  “Once the new homes open, we will begin the process of meeting with potential 
residents and their families to find just the right fit for our new openings” says Luke Muraski, Director of Special 
Living Services.  “This process involves the potential resident’s entire team including themselves, family, The Arc, 
and a Care Management Organization.”  The residents in the current eight adult family homes have been keeping 
busy with summer activities.  Whether it’s going to festivals, camping, or just barbequing in the backyard, The Arc 
residents enjoy the summer to the fullest.  Fall will be filled with activity as well, including trips to the pumpkin 
patch, fall leaves tours, and welcoming our new residents to The Arc family with the new home additions. 



Opportunitites AboundA Note from Opportunitites Aboundthe Executive Director
The Opportunity Center is The Arc’s Day Service Program.  While the OC 
provides clients with a bevy of activities and services, one of the most 
beneficial are sensory activities.  These activities are often performed 
on a one on one basis, and the actual tasks are individualized for the 
client.  Sensory activities can be utilized for therapy, education, or for
recreation. The purpose of these activities is to provide a “failure-free” 
environment for people with developmental and intellectual 
disabilities to experience stimulation without the need for verbal 
abilities or requiring specific outcomes.  Such activities could include 
texture item identification, scent matching, bead stringing, warm/cold 
identification, and sand manipulation.  These simple activities have been 
proven to help maintain cognition abilities and increase communication 
skills.  Often times, a client who may be feeling overwhelmed can find a 

calming effect from sensory activities.  The staff in the OC are all trained to be able to assist clients in finding a sensory 
activity that meets their cognition or emotional needs.  The OC is always looking for individuals interested in pro-
viding this unique one on one activity with our clients.  If you are interested in volunteering for this or one of the many 
other activities that happen in the day service program, please contact our Human Resources Department at The Arc.

The Arc Fond du Lac’s Summer Youth Program was filled with fun.  The 
most exciting days were field trip days for the kids.  This summer, our 
youth program took kids to the New Zoo, Bay Beach, state parks, 
Discovery World, and the Madison Zoo amoungt others.  “Summer is built 
for field trips and our kids love exploring their world” says Erin Thomma, 
Coordinator of The Arc’s Youth Programs.  “We try to find trips that will 
both stimulate minds as well as being accessible to all of our kids.”
Current participant in the youth program, Monica says “I liked going to 
Discovery World because we got to touch a sting ray with two fingers and 
Bay Beach was fun because we got to swim.”
In the upcoming school year, the youth program returns to after-school 
programming and Saturday respites for youth.  Volunteers are always 
welcome to participate with any youth activity or program.  If 
interested please contact our Human Resource Department.

Susan works for The Arc’s Opportunity Center as a Program Assistant.  She 
has been with the organization for six years.  Susan provides educational, 
sensory and communication programming for the adults in her day service 
room.  She also brings a real sense of optimism and overall positive 
attitude to the organization.  Everyone who walks into her room is 
instantly filled with that positivity. When asked why she works at The Arc 
she says “I have made great friends and get to watch them grow in leaps 
and bounds and achieve their goals.”  Susan is one of the 90 amazing em-
ployees that make The Arc their career. 
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The Arc fosters respect and access
for individuals with intellectual
and developmental disabilities 
and their families, giving 
them the power to achieve 
a full and satisfying life.

Achieve with us.

The Arc Fond du Lac has been proud to serve over 750 people and their 
families every year.  Our clients and their families rely on us for their 
residential, day service, educational, and community engagement needs.  
These needs are only able to consistently be met because of donations 
from the community.  While The Arc does receive revenue through 
Medicaid funding, that funding only covers 70¢ on the $1 of the cost of 
these vital services.  To make up that gap, The Arc is fortunate to have 
generous donors in the community.  Often, 
the average gift amount ranges from $50 
to $500.  All of these funds go directly 
into the services for both adults and 
youth with disabilities in the Fond du 
Lac area.  As a 501(c)3, all 
donations made to us are tax-
deductible. If you would like to 
help support these services, please 
contact the Development Depart-
ment at The Arc or visit our 
website at arcfdl.org.

DATES TO REMEMBER

September 4-28 
OC Year End Fundraiser

September 8-11
Week of Sharing 

October 19 - November 19
CEP Fundraiser

2016

February 25
Awards & Recognition Dinner

April 14
Celebration of Empowerment

Dinner

August 7
Take a Swing Fore The Arc

Golf Outing

Visit us at www.arcfdl.org | Contact us at 920·923·3810 |  info@arcfdl.org
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